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TRAVELING IN STYLE: Hound Hauler 2.0 By Jane Shivnan

Have you ever wondered how your greyhound reached its foster home? Like so much about our Greyhound Welfare 
organization, the dedication of a team of volunteers makes it all happen. But one volunteer in particular has shared 
her trucks and vans with greyhounds for more than a decade. Chances are good that your greyhound is one of the 
175 or so who rode in the back of Jenny Glenn’s white Chevy van.

When Jenny began volunteering for Greyhound Welfare in 2003, she took her greyhound George to open houses 
and on home visits in her full size Ford Explorer. Even with a barrier to keep George safe it didn’t work very well – he 
was good at getting in trouble, including getting his head stuck in the barrier. It didn’t take Jenny long to decide to 
get a van to move her hound around, and George started traveling in style in a donated monster shipping crate in-
side Jenny’s new Chevrolet van. Inspired by the greyhound lovers who 
put magnets and decals on their cars celebrating retired racers, Jenny 
got permission to use the Greyhound Welfare logo on her van. A trip to 
Sign-A-Rama in Laurel, Maryland soon had the van decked out. Before 
long Jenny’s van was the on-call custom haul for puppies (and supplies) 
that needed to get from point A to point B. Parked conspicuously at 
open houses and events, Jenny’s van helped to advertise and educate 
people about retired racers. 

Jenny’s first van with the Greyhound Welfare logo

Over the next decade, Jenny’s willingness to drive her van to trans-
port anything and anywhere brought people and greyhounds together. 
One of the most memorable drives was bringing a brindle girl Jenny 
had fostered to her new home in Baltimore. For whatever reason, the 
hound howled continuously unless Jenny sang. Conversation didn’t 

In This Issue of The Skinny...

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By Barbara Hansen...p.2

GREYT BITES by Carling Uhler 
& Fuzzy...p.3

DANGER: Toxic Plants
By Barbara Hansen...p.4

GREYHOUND SECURITY
By Jane Shivnan...p.4

GREYT ESCAPES
By Jane Shivnan...p.5

WHO ADOPTED WHOM?
By Jeff Barber...P.6

CANINE VACCINATIONS & 
TICK-BORNE DISEASES
By Beverly Larison...p.6

YOUR COOL SUMMER 
HOUNDS...p.8

SVELTE & SKINNY
Written by Jane Shivnan/
Illustrated by Joanna Barnum...p.10



2

work, and radio music also failed to quiet the hound. So 
Jenny sung the thirty miles to Baltimore. Jenny’s longest 
trip was taking a greyhound with a serious seizure disor-
der to a group in South Carolina specializing in seniors and 
dogs with medical issues. This is definitely a happy end-
ing story – after eventually diagnosing and treating a tick-
borne disease, Grant the greyhound recovered and was 
adopted. 

On the “Great Dayton Road Trip” to Ohio this spring to 
meet a northbound hauler and bring greyhounds to our 
area, Jenny decided it was time for her 11- year old well 
traveled white van to retire. Her new green cargo van can 
hold four to six crates, and Jenny says she’ll drive it any-
where to bring adoptable greyhounds to their new homes. 
One of its first trips was back to Sign-A-Rama, this time to 
honor the three greyhounds who have shared Jenny’s life, 
George, Mary, and Caleb. Jenny describes her van and 
her commitment as a way to thank Greyhound Welfare 
for bringing all the hounds into her life. Thank you, Jenny 
Glenn, for bringing all the hounds into our lives.

Jenny’s new cargo van

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By Barbara Hansen

Here I am - 6 months in to being the President of Grey-
hound Welfare and boy has it been an exciting ride. I have 
been volunteering with Greyhound Welfare since 2004, 
starting out with minimal involvement. As the years have 
gone by, I have volunteered for this and that, until now 
when I get “all of that!” 

Although being President is hectic, it also is fulfilling know-
ing that I am part of a team of great volunteers who are 
working to give 4-ever homes to many retired racers. 
These past 6 months we have increased the number of 
foster homes, welcomed a new volunteer to organize our 
dog hauls and another to organize our foster homes. And 
of course I continue to field a lot of questions regarding a 
wide array of issues with our foster dogs.

GW President Barbara Hansen with her lap dog Chelsea

My favorite activity is the dog hauls. Like the post of-
fice, “neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night” 
will keep me from bringing those houndies in! I have been 
working with our Haul Coordinator to develop multiple re-
sources for dogs. Our long standing resource from Day-
tona has difficulty scheduling hauls to the mid-Atlantic re-
gion, so we now have resources in other regions of Florida 
and from West Virginia. Our Haul Coordinator and I partic-
ularly enjoyed a trip to Wheeling WV to meet the manag-
er of an adoption kennel for a new source of retired racers. 
The kennel manager took great pride in keeping the kennel 
clean, free of odor, and keeping those fleas & ticks at bay. 
We both were impressed with the care and compassion all 
the kennel handlers showed to the retired racers. The han-
dlers knew each dog’s name and their respective personali-
ties.

Communicating and meeting various people outside of 
Greyhound Welfare has been a great pleasure and most 
enlightening. These contacts have broadened my perspec-
tive of the incredible network of people that are dedicated 
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to getting retired racers from “track to back”. Very nice to 
know I am not the only greyhound nut out there.

When I attended Greyhounds in Gettysburg (GIG) this 
year, I found myself meeting so many people that I had 
been emailing. Finally I could put a face to the email! And 
I had a good laugh when I thought of my first GIG in 2007 
when I knew no one, yet wondered how all these GIG 
people knew each other. Ha! Now I know. At GIG, I was 
thrilled to meet and talk with Dr. Guillermo Couto of the 
Greyhound Health Initiative. Dr. Couto and I discussed a 
less common greyhound medical issue and we shared in-
formation on various treatments that we both had tried. I 
also had the pleasure of meeting Dennis and Claire Tyler of 
Greyhound Pets of America-Central Florida. Over the past 
18 years, Dennis and Claire have re-homed over 8,000 re-
tired racers! Now that’s a lot of kibble!

Getting back to home ground, I had a fun time planning 
and hosting a foster parent social at my house on a Sun-
day afternoon. Twenty or so foster parents came over for 
several hours of eating, drinking and laughing. Our hound 
transporter extraordinaire, Jenny Glenn, arrived with her 
brand new hound van. We all went outside to “ooh and 
ahh” at the van, and have a group photo of all of us with 
the van in the background. You can see us on Greyhound 
Welfare’s Facebook page.

So this wraps up what I’ve been doing so far. And, at the 
risk of sounding like a broken record, I just can’t do these 
things without the efforts of all the Greyhound Welfare vol-
unteers. I applaud all of you for your support. Have a safe 
and happy summer!

Barbara Hansen, President

GREYT BITES: Cloud Nine “Ice Cream”
Tested by Carling Uhler & Fuzzy

Give your hound these pupsicles to cool down while having 
a treat! 

Ingredients: 
1 ripe banana 
1 cup peanut butter 
2 cups low/non-fat plain yogurt 
2 tbsps. honey 

Directions: 
Mash the banana and stir into the yogurt. Warm the peanut 
butter using a microwave or stove until easy to stir. Add 
the banana and yogurt mixture, and honey, to the softened 
peanut butter. Mix all ingredients until well combined. Pour 
the mixture into a non-stick container (or for smaller sizes, 
into small cups or ice trays) and freeze overnight.

Fuzzy eagerly supervises as Carling tries out the recipe for 
Cloud Nine “Ice Cream”

Fuzzy samples the results and approves the recipe for pub-
lication!
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DANGER: Toxic Plants
By Barbara Hansen

Please keep your greyhounds and all your pets safe. Be 
extremely careful of what your greyhound may decide to 
nibble on when outside on walks, as well as when unat-
tended in your house. There are many toxic plants grow-
ing outside, hidden perhaps among some shrubbery or 
behind the shed. And some of those wonderful inside 
plants that bring beauty to your home as well as clean-
ing the inside air are also toxic.

The ASPCA lists almost 400 plants that are toxic to 
dogs. Grey Talk lists over 350. So there is a lot of danger 
out there. 

Plants are not the only danger - trash left on the grass or 
dropped from an overhead bird can be toxic. There are 
many potential dangers within the home. Alcohol, caf-
feine, chocolate, candy, antifreeze, cat food, tobacco, 
grapes/raisins, garlic, onions, nuts, and cleaning prod-
ucts are but a few. 

Greyhounds have an extremely fine-tuned body. Toxins 
have an immediate effect on a greyhound’s system. If 
you suspect poisoning, go to the vet or an ER vet imme-
diately. There is no time to waste. And do not use Syrup 
of Ipecac to induce vomiting. Syrup of Ipecac is toxic to 
dogs.

For more information on toxic plants and substances 
please check out the links listed below: 
www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-
and-non-toxic-plants

www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/foods_
poisonous_to_pets.html

GREYHOUND SECURITY
By Jane Shivnan

You don’t need a maximum security prison to keep your 
greyhound safe at home, but there are some strategies 
for preventing Greyt Escapes and the heartache of a 45 
mile per hour couch potato on the loose.

Think Risk

On your home visit, a Greyhound Welfare volunteer gave 
you some ideas for securing your home and yard. Don’t 
make that the only time you think about the risk! Check 
your doors, fences and gates twice a year. Do screen 
doors close and latch properly? Is the screen secure? 
Is your fence still solid and intact? Could a workman or 
child leave a gate open? Baby gates in the house can 
provide an extra barrier to keep your greyhound away 
from an open front door. Gates that can only be opened 
from the inside, or are padlocked, can keep people from 
walking into your yard.

At The Front Door

Do you always check where your greyhound is when the 
doorbell rings and guests arrive? An excellent command 

in obedience training is to teach your dog a down or stay 
AWAY from the door. Not all visitors like a dog greeting 
them, so this command also encourages your hound’s 
best behavior.

Out Walking

Always keep identification tags on your dog, including 
contact information for yourself and Greyhound Wel-
fare. Remember to keep the Greyhound Welfare ID Tag 
on your dog. Greyhound Welfare maintains a master da-
tabase of all their adopted dogs with each dog having a 
unique ID number. If your dog is found and Greyhound 
Welfare is contacted, the unique ID number is correlated 
to your name and address so you and your dog can be 
reunited. A separate tag collar for 24/7 use is a good in-
vestment. Consider microchipping. 

Be sure your greyhound’s martingale collar or harness is 
properly fitted. Keep a secure grip on your leash, and re-
member that a shorter leash is easier to control. Never 
use a retractable leash (flexi-lead) – if your hound runs 
and you lose your grip, the sound of that plastic handle 
bouncing along behind on the ground will panic your dog.

Never let your dog run loose unless in a fully enclosed 
fenced area with at least a five foot high fence. Walk the 
perimeter to check it yourself, and be sure any gates are 
closed.

Car Rides

In and out of the car, keep your greyhound secured! If 
you take the leash off during a trip, make sure you have 
a safe way to secure your hound before the car door is 
open. This is especially true for fosters and newly ad-
opted dogs who are getting used to the world, but it can 
happen at any time. A squirrel, cat, or another dog could 
be enough to entice your dog to leap past you instead of 
the 99 times when your stay command worked.

GREYHOUND WELFARE FALL PICNIC

Plans are in the works for the Greyhound Welfare fall 
picnic!  It will be scheduled for September or October.  
Watch the newsletter, Facebook, or Yahoo group for 

more details as soon as they are finalized!
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GREYT ESCAPES
By Jane Shivnan

It can happen in an instant – your hound has slipped from 
a collar, or through an open door, or out of the yard. It can 
be hard to think clearly in a crisis, but there are steps you 
can take that will help find your hound and bring him or her 
safely home.

If your dog is loose, but in sight:

Do NOT chase! Instead of running, call your hound (in your 
best happy voice). If you have a racing squawker, use it to 
call (if your dog responds well to it). Try sitting down if your 
dog is looking at you – your dog may be curious and come 
to investigate. Wave your car keys – “Let’s go in the car!” – 
or the leash still in your hand – “Ready for a walk?”  Dig in 
your pocket and offer a treat. Use the best words you can 
think of – breakfast, dinner time, treat, walk, car ride. Keep 
anger and stress out of your voice. Your dog may be scared 
or excited by this event, and needs your reassurance that 
it’s safe to come to you. When your hound approaches, try 
not to lunge or grab. Slide your hand toward your hound, 
praising and smiling.

If your dog takes off in spite of your best efforts, or if you 
discover your dog is missing, it’s time to start a search. You 
can’t do this on your own, so reach out right away for help 
and start looking immediately.

As soon as you discover your dog is missing:

Begin to search the area immediately. Bring a collar and 
leash and your cell phone. Take a squawker, favorite treat 
or toy. Notify Greyhound Welfare: call (301) 949-0615 and 
email lostdog@greyhoundwelfare.org. Start calling every-
one you know and ask them for help. Ideally, have someone 
stay by the phone in case your greyhound has been spotted 
or found.

If it’s been more than 30-60 minutes:

Post on Facebook with a picture – start with our Greyhound 
Welfare Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Grey-
houndWelfare, and also post on Greyhound Amber Alert 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/GreyhoundAm-
berAlert.

Contact your local animal shelters, vets and animal hos-
pitals, animal control, and police. Let the police know that 
you’ll be looking for your dog and will put up posters (and 
will take the posters down when your dog is found). 

Create a LOST DOG poster with picture, contact information, 
description and important details of your dog. The important 
details should be short words such as “Shy - Do Not Chase” 
or “Very Friendly”. Use help to get lots of copies made and 
posted in the local area. Put posters on telephone poles (not 
trees), in supermarkets and convenience stores, and give 
them out door-to-door where your dog was last seen.

Place food and a crate by your house and near the last spot-
ting of your dog.

The hardest thing now? You have to stop looking for your 
dog, and start finding people. Even a one mile circle around 
your home is more than three square miles. You can’t 
search alone. You need to find the person who has seen 
your dog, and to get that sighting, you need help! Ask ev-
eryone you know, including your friends and coworkers, 
your church, and your kids’ schools and soccer team and 

scout troops to help you. Don’t wait until tomorrow, do it 
now.

Begin to organize searches in groups, using printed maps of 
the local area. Check the “Lost Dog Recovery Toolbox” listed 
at the end of this article or through the following Greyhound 
Welfare website link: http://www.greyhoundwelfare.org/re-
sourceDet.php?resourceCategoryKey=36.  

If your dog is still lost after the first couple of days of 
searching:

Widen the search area. Continue to call police, animal shel-
ters, vets and animal hospitals. Call the state highway ad-
ministration. Ask the post office if they will post informa-
tion and communicate to mail carriers. Ask local schools and 
churches if they will put out an announcement. Contact lo-
cal newspapers, radio and TV and use any other media and 
publicity available.

Don’t give up. Don’t lose hope. There are greyhounds found 
after weeks of searching. We hope you’ll never need these 
tips – but it can happen to anyone.

Lost Dog Recovery Toolbox

BASICS

• cell phone or walkie-talkies fully charged
• flyers (hand outs and pole)
• emergency contact and search-specific volunteer phone 

list
• map of the search area 
• staple gun with extra staples 
• packing tape in case the poles are not wood 
• extra leash and collar

EXTRAS

• highlighter for the map
• binoculars (infrared for night time searches if you have 

them)
• can of wet, smelly food or tuna and smelly treats & food 

bowls
• water (for you and your pup)
• pens & paper
• change of socks & shoes
• bug spray
• small first aid kit
• car charger or extra batteries for flashlight 
• car charger for cell phone
• extra dog coat
• blankets
• orange vests for humans and greys for wooded searches 

during hunting season
• laptop computer w/ wireless for checking message 

boards 

FOR NIGHT SEARCHES 

• large flashlight (preferably a rechargeable spotlight) 
• reflective wear for human and greyhounds. If you can-

not locate reflectors or lights for collar, carry a glow 
stick.

• extra flashlight and batteries

Original document idea credited to www.greyhoundadven-
tures.org. Items have been modified and added to better 
represent Greyhound Welfare, Inc.
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WHO ADOPTED WHOM? The Story of 
Robin, John, & Ziggy
By Jeff Barber

When Robin Fillmore and her husband, John Sankey, lost 
their first greyhound Miranda to cancer at the age of 14, 
there was no question that they would get another. 

“We love their calm demeanor and how well they adapt to 
smaller spaces, like our two-bedroom apartment,” Robin 
said. 

And she said she and John knew exactly what they wanted. 
“We asked for a small female, like Miranda.” 

That was before they met Ziggy, a return, who Robin de-
scribes as a “big, goofy and sweet greyhound.” 

“We knew he was the dog for us.”

When Robin and John adopted Miranda, she was only three 
to four months removed from her racing career. And al-
though she was comfortable being handled, having served 
for a short time in a vet assistant training school where she 
was used to teach students how to take temperatures and 
blood pressure readings, she still needed to learn many of 
the basics, including how to navigate up and down stairs.

Robin said that as a return, Ziggy easily and quickly adapt-
ed to life in his new home and was well-schooled in such 
things as stairs and walks. “He didn’t have a lot of bad hab-
its that we needed to correct. I think it helped that we were 
provided with his big bed and toys,” she added. “It was a 
very easy transition with Ziggy.”

And while there are similarities between Miranda and Zig-
gy, Robin said one of the biggest differences is that Zig-
gy likes to snuggle much more than Miranda did. “He likes 
to cuddle up next us and will stay there as long as there is 
someone to sit with.”

“Ziggy’s bed takes up a good bit of our living room,” she 
added, “but he likes to be with us when we are home.”

Ziggy and Robin

Ziggy has also turned out to be something of an entertain-
er. “Every few days, he loves to start chasing his tail and 
running around in a circle,” Robin said. “Sometimes he will 
throw his toys up in the air and catch them or fling them 
across the room. And if he doesn’t have an audience, he 
will give out a short bark to let us know that the “show” is 

going on.”

Ziggy’s fame extends beyond the living room, Robin said, 
explaining that he’s become quite popular among other 
residents in their apartment building and in the neighbor-
hood. “Ziggy is beloved by so many people and is a friend 
to other dogs on the block. Lots of tails are wagging when 
he says hello to his doggy pals.” 

In addition, Robin said Ziggy has become an “ambassa-
dog” of sorts, adding that a few of the couples’ friends have 
commented that they would consider adopting a grey-
hound after spending some time with him.

And while Ziggy didn’t need to be taught much, Robin said 
there is one challenge that she and John haven’t been able 
to overcome – Ziggy does not like the car. “He is not a fan 
of being in the car for more than a short ride. Short of buy-
ing a new car, we have tried a few different things to get 
him to settle down, including a Thundershirt, melatonin 
and treats, but haven’t had much success.”

Robin and her husband own a house in northeastern Penn-
sylvania that is a four-hour drive from their Maryland 
home. And while Ziggy loves his Pennsylvania get-away, in-
cluding a nice fenced-in yard, he’s not a fan of the journey.

Robin has had a number of dogs during her life, including a 
Shetland sheepdog and a beagle-mix, but she said Miranda 
and Ziggy have turned her and John into committed “grey-
hound people.”

“The rescue community that supports these retired rac-
ers is amazing, with hundreds of groups across the coun-
try taking them from tracks down South and bringing them 
to waiting families. It was during a trip to our local library 
when we lived in Annapolis that we were first introduced 
to greyhound rescue and now we are pleased to be part of 
that movement.”

Robin also said she and John have had a great experience 
with Greyhound Welfare and credits the group for provid-
ing “lots of good support. Ziggy goes back to see his foster 
family (Kathy and Mark Pelech) when we go out of town for 
any length of time. I know it was hard for them to give him 
up, so it’s great that he can visit a few times a year when 
we have to be out of the country.”

CANINE VACCINATIONS & TICK-BORNE 
DISEASES By Beverly Larison

Canine Vaccinations

In the past, it was common to vaccinate pet dogs annual-
ly. The generally-accepted wisdom has changed in the last 
few years. It is now understood that many, but not all, vac-
cines are good for multiple years. Just like people, different 
dogs react differently to vaccinations. Many Greyhounds 
are somewhat sensitive to vaccinations, developing pain at 
the injection site, diarrhea, and/or lethargy for a day or so 
after receiving a vaccination, especially if multiple vaccines 
are given at one time.

It is highly important to know your dog and work with your 
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veterinarian to establish a vaccination plan that will offer 
your dog the maximum protection with a minimum of side 
effects.

There is only one vaccination that is required by law in 
most areas throughout the United States and that is Ra-
bies. Most adult dogs receive a three-year vaccination, 
meaning that they don’t have to get a booster every year, 
but every three years. The paperwork that came with your 
Greyhound should have the vaccination date. You should 
have also received a tag. Most local jurisdictions are strict 
about requiring proof of rabies vaccination before allowing 
residents to register their dogs.

A combination vaccine is also commonly given to adult 
dogs. It is also often good for multiple years. There are 
several types, but one of the most common is DA2PPC, 
which covers Distemper, Adenovirus type 1&2, Parvovi-
rus, Parainfluenza, and Coronavirus. Even though it is not 
required by law, it is imperative to prevent the spread of 
these diseases. Distemper is a viral disease that is debili-
tating at best, and fatal at worst. It causes a number of 
neurological and respiratory symptoms, as well as diarrhea. 
There is no effective antiviral treatment once a dog has dis-
temper, so it is important to prevent. The Adenovirus com-
ponent prevents hepatitis, vasculitis, and some eye infec-
tions. Parvovirus is extremely dangerous and frequently 
fatal. It causes extreme lethargy, vomiting, and diarrhea. 
Coronavirus causes terrible diarrhea and dehydration for 
many days. It is highly contagious and normally spread via 
infected feces being in contact with the ground.

Researchers at the Veterinary Schools at the University 
of Minnesota, Colorado State University, and University of 
Wisconsin suggest alternating vaccinations in dogs from 
year to year. Instead of using multivalent vaccines (combi-
nation vaccines against more than one disease), they rec-
ommend using monovalent vaccines which only have one 
component, e.g., a vaccine that only contains parvovirus. 
So, one year your dog would be vaccinated against distem-
per, the next year against canine adenovirus-2, and the 
third year against parvovirus. Then the cycle would repeat 
itself. Other researchers believe we may not have enough 
information to recommend only vaccinating every 3 years. 
Manufacturers of dog vaccines have not changed their la-
beling which recommends annual vaccinations. Again, each 
dog owner must make an informed choice of when to vac-
cinate, and with what. Consult with your veterinarian to 
help you make the decision.

Leptospirosis (AKA Lepto) is a non-core vaccine, mean-
ing it isn’t always given to dogs unless requested. It is one 
that should be considered seriously as Lepto is highly con-
tagious and the number of cases in the Mid-Atlantic region 
have been on the rise. Symptoms include diarrhea, vom-
iting, severe liver disease (presented as jaundice), fever, 
and abdominal pain. It is often transmitted via contact with 
water that has been used by wildlife, especially raccoons, 
squirrels, and skunks.

Bordatella(AKA Kennel Cough) is a non-core vaccination. It 
should be given to dogs who are in frequent contact with 
other dogs or who may be impacted by exposure to dogs 
with Bordatella. A dog with Bordatella will cough frequently 

to the point where they start to retch. Some dogs develop 
a runny nose. A severe case of Bordatella can progress to 
Pneumonia, which is painful and dangerous. Many vets use 
an intranasal spray to vaccinate against Bordatella.  Addi-
tionally, most canine boarding facilities require the Borda-
tella vaccination before allowing a dog to be boarded.  The 
Bordatella vaccination typically has to be administered 7 
days prior to boarding.

Canine Influenza is also a non-core vaccination. There has 
been a major upswing in the number of canine influenza 
cases in the U.S. in the last few years. Several dog adop-
tion groups (including Greyhound groups) in the Midwest 
stopped adoptions for several months this winter/early 
spring while they worked to stop the spread of this con-
tagious virus, which sickened more than a thousand dogs 
and killed an undetermined number of pets. This year’s 
strain (H3N2) was different than the strains that have been 
around in the past. All types of canine influenza cause per-
sistent cough, runny nose and fever. The first time a dog 
receives a canine influenza vaccination, they have to re-
ceive two shots, a month apart. After that, a yearly booster 
is required, just like with humans. 

Lyme disease is another non-core vaccination. There is 
quite a bit of controversy surrounding the Lyme vaccine. 
Many practitioners do not believe it is highly effective, es-
pecially if a dog has already been exposed to the Lyme or-
ganism. A very small handful of dogs also experience seri-
ous side effects from the vaccination, including hives, facial 
swelling, itchiness, swelling at the injection site, and col-
lapse. As Lyme is a tick-borne disease, using a tick preven-
tative and examining your dog carefully at least once a day 
to ensure no ticks have attached are the best ways to avoid 
this disease. 

Tick-Borne Diseases (TBDs)

Common tick-borne diseases (TBD) include Lyme Disease 
(discussed above), Erlichia, Babesia, Anaplasmosis, Rocky 
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Mountain Spotted Fever, Baronellosis, and Heptozo-
onosis. A common element with tick-borne disease is 
that symptoms are often non-specific and may show up 
months or years after exposure. The quick tests (AKA 
snap tests) done during a vet visit  with immediate re-
sults are often not the final word on whether a dog has 
been exposed to a TBD. A complete laboratory test-
ing should be done, preferably by North Carolina State 
University College of Veterinary Medicine PCR Tick Pan-
el. NC State PCR Tick Panel is considered by many vet-
erinarians as the gold standard for diagnosing TBDs. 
Their website (http://www.cvm.ncsu.edu/vhc/csds/tick-
lab.html) has wonderful information about the different 
TBDs, and also instructions for vets about how to send 
samples for testing. 

Erlichia is the most common TBD and is found through-
out the U.S. It is caused by the brown dog tick. Symp-
toms include fever, loss of appetite, depression, weight 
loss, runny eyes and nose, nose bleeds, and swollen 
limbs. 

Babesia is also fairly common. It is transmitted by the 
American dog tick and the brown dog tick. It causes 
anemia, which can be seen by pale gums and weak-
ness, as well as vomiting. 

Anaplasmosis is becoming more common in the U.S. It 
is transmitted by the deer tick, which is tiny. Symptoms 
include fever, loss of appetite, stiff joints, lethargy, vom-
iting, and diarrhea. Some dogs develop seizures follow-
ing exposure to this disease.

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever is less common in the 
Mid-Atlantic, but there have been cases here. It is 
spread by several types of ticks, including the wood tick, 
the lone star tick and the American dog tick. Symptoms 
include fever, stiffness, neurological problems, and skin 
lesions. Serious cases have resulted in death. 

Baronellosis is transmitted by the brown dog tick. 
Symptoms include intermittent lameness and fever, as 
well as heart and/or liver disease. 

Heptaozoonosis is transmitted by the brown dog tick 
and Gulf Coast tick. Symptoms include fever, runny eyes 
and nose, muscle pain, and bloody diarrhea. 

As you can tell, tick borne diseases are not to be taken 
lightly. The old saying “an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure” applies here. Application of flea and 
tick preventative as recommended by your veterinarian, 
along with careful daily examination of your dog to en-
sure no ticks have attached will help ensure your Grey-
hound will not suffer from a tick borne disease. There 
are products you can buy (like a tick key) to help com-
pletely remove any ticks you may find. It is imperative 
to remove the whole tick, as leaving the head will al-
low disease to be transmitted. Proper disposal of ticks 
is also important. To allow for testing of a tick should a 
dog show any TBD symptoms, some pet owners place 
the removed tick in a sealed plastic bag and keep it 

for a month or two.  If the tick is not going to be kept, 
drowning the tick in alcohol will work, but will take sev-
eral hours.  

For further information on Tick Borne Diseases access 
the following web sites:

http://www.cvbd.org/en/tick-borne-diseases/

http://www.cdc.gov/ticks/diseases/

YOUR COOL SUMMER HOUNDS

Jinn (formerly Bevin) loves sunbathing! (Photo taken 
July 2014, Kristen Langsdorf)

Tovah, chilling at Rehoboth Beach after a day of fun and 
sun (Fawn Friedman)
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Lilly (formerly Lillet) is cool enough for The Skinny but 
she literally stays cool, in her own way, during the sum-
mer heat. “Attached is a photo of Lilly laying in the hole 
she dug in the sand in our backyard at the beach to stay 
cool in the summer heat.  She digs very fast and deep-
-this hole was 18 inches deep--and then jumps in to lay 
on the cool sand...Lilly’s cool literally and figuratively!” 
(Denis Stadther)

Zachy, Luna and Lovey at Dewey Beach (Barbara & 
Lucy)

“Here’s our sweet guy Steve chilling out in the pool.” 
(Sharon Hodgson)
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“Here is a picture of Elvis enjoying his pool. I adopted 
him from GW in 2007. he is the best dog and he loves his 
pool!!!” (Cindy Hackley)

SVELTE & SKINNY
Written by Jane Shivnan/
Illustrated by Joanna Barnum
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The Skinny on Greyhound Welfare is a publication 
of Greyhound Welfare, Inc.  Greyhound Welfare is a 
placement group for retired racing greyhounds. The 
group makes placements in the metropolitan Washington 
D.C area (Maryland, Virginia and DC).  Greyhound 
Welfare is a 100% foster home group, which means 
that all our greyhounds live in real homes until they 
are placed. This helps us teach the dogs about their 
new world, and learn more about the individual dogs. 
Knowing our dogs well helps us greatly with our 
placement success.
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Additional contributions by Greyhound Welfare adopters 
and friends.

To submit story and photo ideas, please send an
email to newsletter@greyhoundwelfare.org.

To inquire about adopting a retired racing greyhound
or volunteering with Greyhound Welfare, please visit
our website at www.greyhoundwelfare.org.


